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 The aim of this article was to know the most suitable and effective methods 

to apply to young learners as elementary graders. The researcher got 17 female 

and male students. Their grade varied from class 1 to class 6. Before 

conducting this study, the problems faced by the students are they seemed to 
have difficulty memorizing English words, lacked motivation, and lacked 

concentration in learning English. There were 3 methods used in this study: 

Grammar Translation Method (GTM), Audio Lingual Method, Total Physical 

Response. The students were taught English once a week. The researcher 
observed the effectiveness of each method in each meeting. Those methods 

were used all together in each learning process. The finding showed that GTM 

was not effective to apply, while the two latter were good and effective to 

apply for those students. 
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1. INTRODUCTION  

 

In Indonesia, English is a foreign language that is not used in daily communication (Agustin, 2011 & 

Syahputra, 2014). This is certainly one of the obstacles for students to be able to memorize and understand 

English itself due to the lack of intensity in its use. Moreover, the government implemented the 2013 

curriculum in which English lessons were eliminated for the elementary school level. Hanandyo (2020) states 

that the existence of English lessons is not discussed at all in SD in Permendikbud No. 67 of 2013 concerning 

the Elementary Curriculum, pages 9-10. Hanandyo (2020) stated that the omission of this could have a bad 

impact because teaching English for elementary students can be a provision for them to pursue higher 

education. 

 

In addition, the provision of English learning for elementary school students is considered good because 

they are still at an age where it is very easy to receive and memorize language information. Megawati in 

Sushanti (2021) said that students experienced 3 obstacles in learning English, including pronunciation, 

vocabulary, and language structure. Before providing teaching methods to elementary school children, teachers 

must first know the character of children, in general, to make it easier to provide appropriate teaching methods. 

Rahmi (2021) states that late childhood lasts from the age of 6 years to the age of 12 years, this period is also 

known as the playing period with the characteristics of students starting to like leaving the house and entering 

peer groups which are marked by students already having and choosing friends to play. At this age, students 

are physically enabled to enter the world of games and have the drive and mental ability to understand concepts, 

logic, truth, and symbols that have certain meanings. From this, it can be concluded that children at elementary 

school age are in a physically and emotionally active phase. 
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According to Havighurst in Khaulani (2020), Unlike students who are in the lower class (PAUD) or the 

class above (high school and above), elementary school students have several tasks during their development 

period, including a. Learn the physical skills needed for common games b. Building a healthy attitude about 

oneself as a growing being c. Learn to adjust to friends his age d. Begins to develop appropriate male or female 

social roles e. Develop basic skills for reading, writing, and arithmetic f. Developing the necessary 

understandings for everyday life g. Develop conscience, moral understanding, order, and level of values h. 

Develop attitudes towards social groups and institutions i. Achieve personal freedom. 

 

Unfortunately, the position of English as a foreign language creates some problems faced by the subjects 

of this study, such as they got difficulty memorizing English words, lacked motivation, and lack of 

concentration in learning English. Those problems seem understandable as they do not use English for their 

daily communication. Further, since Kormos (2008) stated that age considerably affects students’ motivation, 

the researcher in this study wants to find it out. 

 

From the mentioned problems, the researcher tries to find out the solution by applying 3 methods 

(Grammar Translation Method (GTM), Audio Lingual Method, Total Physical Response) in teaching the 

students to find the best and the most applicable of them. Besides, the researcher also tries to find out the 

method that can boost their motivation and enthusiasm. 

 

2. METHOD  

2.1 Subjects and objects of the study 

This research was conducted outside of the classroom. Where all the different graders were taking the 

same English lesson. There were 17 elementary school students who actively participated in the activities held. 

All activity participants came from grade 1 to grade 6 SD. This English learning activity was carried out once 

a week at the weekend.  

2.2 Data collection 

During the research process, the researcher gave some themes. Those themes were delivered by using 

some mentioned methods (Grammar Translation Method (GTM), Audio Lingual Method Total Physical 

Response). Then, the researcher observed through some evaluation of the assignments given to get to know the 

most suitable methods to use in learning English for kids. 

2.3 Theoretical frameworks 

There are several terms used in this paper, they are: 

a. Grammar Translation Method (GTM)  

GMT is a teaching method used in teaching grammar with the main characteristics that focus on 

translation and memorizing verb forms (Ambarwati, 2016). 

b. The Audiolingual Method  

The audiolingual method is a method based on a structural approach in language teaching (Sardaniyah, 

2019) 

c. The Total Physical Response (TPR) method  

TPR is a method for teaching language to early childhood because its application relates to the 

coordination of commands, speech, and movements so that it is easier for a child to master a language in 

his learning. (Astutic, 2019) 

 

3. RESULTS AND DISCUSSION  

3.1 Results 

In the community service activities carried out, the researcher tries to divide the class into two different 

levels, namely the upper class (grades 4-6) and the lower class (grades 1-3) to get better learning outcomes due 

to having a high-level background. education that is almost the same as one another. However, this could not 

be implemented due to time constraints. This English class activity can only be attended on Sundays which is 

the only free time for students. The existence of differences in different class backgrounds made researchers 

experience difficulties when giving explanations, but they could still be overcome. What the researcher did 

was to give longer time to students who belonged to small classes when they received lessons. 
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During the implementation of community service, researchers provided 3 methods, including Grammar 

Translation Method (GTM), Audio Lingual Method, and Total Physical Response (TPR). The three methods 

are not implemented separately. Of the three methods given, the results show that the GTM method still cannot 

provide maximum results to students, in contrast to the two Audio Lingual Methods and Total Physical 

Response (TPR). Students look more enthusiastic when they get lessons with the audio-lingual method. They 

enjoy listening as well as following or repeating what they hear. They also tend to remember the meaning of a 

word when they have to memorize words from a song, or from what they get from their teacher. In addition, 

when the TPR method was used, students looked enthusiastic because they could express the language they 

were learning with several movements. This method is one of the methods most preferred by students where 

they can enjoy and memorize English words more quickly. 

 

3.2 Discussion 

Of the three methods taken by researchers in this community service activity, the results of using the 

GTM method have different results from previous researchers. Ambarwati (2016) states that the Grammar 

Translation Method (GTM) method can increase students' interest in learning English. Whereas in this 

community service activity, the GTM method is less able to motivate students and is less able to make students 

quickly memorize words in English. For the audiolingual method, Sardiyanah (2019) states that the method 

has advantages in learning because it provides more practice and practice and listening and speaking activities, 

where students will be better at making sentences as has been exemplified. These results are the same as what 

was obtained by researchers in this community service activity. Researchers in community service activities 

also have similarities with Astutik (2017) who states that the use of TPR is the right method for teaching 

students to learn English because besides being able to teach material, this method can be used to invite 

interaction and daily communication. 

 

The results of the study in this community service activity reveal contrasting findings regarding the 

Grammar Translation Method (GTM) compared to previous research. According to Ambarwati (2016), the 

GTM method can increase students' interest in learning English. However, in the context of this community 

service, the GTM method was found to be less effective in motivating students and helping them quickly 

memorize English words. This discrepancy highlights the importance of contextual factors in the effectiveness 

of teaching methods, suggesting that what works in one setting may not necessarily yield the same results in 

another. 

 

In contrast, the audiolingual method has shown consistent benefits across different studies. Sardiyanah 

(2019) highlights the method's strengths in providing ample practice through listening and speaking activities, 

enabling students to construct sentences effectively based on modeled examples. These findings align with the 

observations from the community service activity, where the audiolingual method facilitated active 

engagement and improved sentence formation among students. The repetitive nature of this method seems to 

reinforce language structures and pronunciation, making it a reliable approach for young learners. 

 

Moreover, the Total Physical Response (TPR) method continues to demonstrate its efficacy in teaching 

English to young learners. Astutik (2017) emphasizes that TPR is not only effective in delivering educational 

content but also in fostering interaction and everyday communication. The community service activity 

corroborated these findings, with TPR proving to be an engaging and interactive method that helps students 

internalize the language through physical activity and movement. This method's ability to combine language 

learning with physical response makes it particularly suitable for young learners who often benefit from 

kinesthetic learning experiences. 

 

In conclusion, the choice of English learning methods for young learners should be contextually informed, 

taking into account the specific needs and preferences of the students. While the GTM method may have limited 

applicability in some contexts, the audiolingual method and TPR offer robust alternatives that encourage active 

participation and practical language use. Educators should consider these findings when designing their 

curriculum to ensure that their teaching methods are not only effective but also engaging and motivating for 

young learners. 
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4. CONCLUSION  

From this study, it can be concluded that GMT is not too efficient to use for young learners. Some 

methods that can be more useful to improve students’ English learning are AudioLingual Method and Total 

Physical Response (TPR). The use of those methods shows significant improvement in the student’s English 

learning as in memorizing English words. Moreover, the students also look more active and enthusiastic during 

the class. 

 

REFERENCES 
 
Agustin, Y. (2011). Kedudukan Bahasa inggris sebagai Bahasa pengantar dalam dunia Pendidikan. Deiksis, Vol. 03, No. 04. 

DOI: http://dx.doi.org/10.30998/deiksis.v3i04.440 

Ambarwati N.K. et.al. (2016). Pembangunan modul pembelajaran Bahasa inggris menggunakan grammar translation method berbasis 

android. Ultimatics, Vol. VIII, No.2. ISSN 2085-4552. 

Astutik Y. & Aulina C.N. (2017). Metode total physical response (TPR) pada pengajaran Bahasa inggris siswa taman kanak-kanak. Jurnal 

Pendidikan Bahasa dan sastra, Vol. 17, No.2. p-ISSN 1412-0712 | e-ISSN 2527-8312. DOI: 

http://dx.doi.org/10.17509/bs_jpbsp.v17i2.9658. 

Khaulani,F. Neviyarni S. Irda Murni. (2020). Fase dan Tugas Perkembangan Anak Sekolah Dasar. Jurnal Ilmiah Pendidikan Dasar. Vol 

VII, No 1, Januari 2020. p-ISSN: 2354-9580.e-ISSN:2685-211X. 

http://jurnal.unissula.ac.id/index.php/pendas/article/view/7372/3616  

Kormos, J., & Csizér, K. (2008). Age-Related Differences in the Motivation of Learning English as a Foreign Language: Attitudes, Selves, 

and Motivated Learning Behavior. Language Learning, 58(2), 327–355. doi:10.1111/j.1467-9922.2008.00443.x   

Hanandyo (2020). Implementasi Merdeka Belajar Berdasarkan Ajaran Tamansiswa. Prosiding Seminar Nasional. ISBN: 978-602-53231-

5-7 

Rahmi,P. Hijriati. (2021). Proses Belajar Anak Usia 0 Sampai 12 Tahun Berdasarkan Karakteristik Perkembangannya. Jurnal Pendidikan 

Anak Bunayya. Vol 7, No 1. https://jurnal.ar-raniry.ac.id/index.php/bunayya/article/view/9295  

Sardiyanah. (2019). Pendekatan dan metode audio lingual (analisis metode sami’yah safawiyah). NASKHI: Jurnal kajian Pendidikan dan 

Bahasa arab, Vol. 1, No.1. ISSN (print)   : 2527-5747. https://doi.org/10.47435/naskhi.v1i1.67 

Syahputra. (2014). Strategi pembelajaran Bahasa inggris sebagai Bahasa asing dalam meningkatkan kemampuan berbahasa siswa. 

Kutubkhanah: Jurnal penelitian social keagamaan, Vol. 17, No. 1.  

DOI: http://dx.doi.org/10.24014/kutubkhanah.v17i1.813 

Sushanti, I Gusti Ayu Agung Dian. (2021). Kendala Dalam Belajar Bahasa Inggris dan Cara Mengatasinya. Linguistic Community Service 

Journal. Vol 1, No.2, P-ISSN: 2746-7031│E-ISSN: 2746-7023. DOI: http://doi.org/10.22225/licosjournal.v1i2.2658. 64-70. 

http://dx.doi.org/10.30998/deiksis.v3i04.440
http://jurnal.unissula.ac.id/index.php/pendas/article/view/7372/3616
https://jurnal.ar-raniry.ac.id/index.php/bunayya/article/view/9295
https://doi.org/10.47435/naskhi.v1i1.67
http://dx.doi.org/10.24014/kutubkhanah.v17i1.813
http://doi.org/10.22225/licosjournal.v1i2.2658.%2064-70

